Capstone Guidelines


AuD Capstone Project:  Guidelines

· No later than the beginning of the third year, students will declare themselves (i.e., Capstone Planning Form) to be on the “Research Track” or the “Clinical Track” of the AuD.  Both tracks are designed to be similar in the amount of work required – you simply choose an option that best meets your career goals.

· The Capstone Planning Form must be completed by October 1st (Autumn Quarter, 3rd Year). 

· If you choose the Clinical Track, you will develop a focused ‘question of interest’ for the Evidence-Based Practice Review during winter quarter of your 3rd year.  Once you have established your question of interest, you will complete the Evidence-Based Review Planning Form (due by the end of winter quarter), defining the specific topic of your review.  

Capstone Committee

· Regardless of the track that you choose, you must have a committee that will help you complete your project.  The committee must be composed of the student’s advisor and at least two additional graduate faculty members from SHS.  An additional member of the committee (from SHS or outside the department) may be added, depending upon your needs.
Completion of Capstone Document

· In order to graduate at the end of Spring Quarter of your 4th year, the final draft (i.e., advisor approved) of your Capstone document is due:
· May 1st of your 4th year, no exceptions!
· If your project is not completed by May 1st, your program will automatically be extended and you will not graduate spring quarter.  
· Provide copies of your final draft to all your committee members.
Research Track

· Plan and complete an experimental study in much the same way that MA theses have been done.  Students will work individually with an advisor and committee (minimum 3 members) – the entire audiology/hearing science committee will NOT be involved.  
· The timing can be tailored to meet your individual needs (e.g., done before the 4th year or done during the 4th year, as appropriate).
· Final Document:   Due May 1st, spring quarter of 4th year
· Study Prospectus:  
· A short prospectus detailing the experimental methodology of your project must be approved by your committee prior to the start of your project.  
· Experimental Study Document Content

· Title page
· Abstract
· Table of contents
· Chapter 1: Introduction/Literature Review
· Chapter 2: Methods
· Chapter 3: Results
· Chapter 4: Discussion/Conclusions
· Bibliography (list of references)
Clinical Track

· Complete a two-prong project consisting of:
1. Business Plan

· Guidelines and specific content provided by Dr. Burrows (to be included), Practice Management Instructor
· Final Document:  Due May 1st, spring quarter of 4th year
2. Evidence-Based Practice Review

· Work with and obtain approval from your advisor for the topic of your review.  The topic of your review should be (although not necessarily) pertinent to your 4th year site.  The review is to be completed during the 4th year clinical experience.  
· Evidence-based practice refers to: “… the conscientious, explicit, and judicious use of current best evidence in making decisions about the care of individual patients …[by] integrating individual clinical expertise with the best available external clinical evidence from systematic research.” (Sackett et al, 2000)
· Steps in developing an Evidenced-Based Review:

1. Determine the specific clinical question of interest.
a. PICO (P=patient, population or problem; I=intervention; C=comparison; O=outcome)
2. Review the evidence relevant to your question.
a. Search the appropriate literature for systematic reviews, group studies, individual case studies, etc.
3. Assess the evidence.
4. Make the decision.
· Final Document:  Due May 1st, spring quarter of 4th year
· Evidence-Based Practice Review 

· The review should be focused on a specific clinical question.
· The length of the review will likely vary depending on the topic, however, you should plan on your paper ranging between 20-40 pages.
· The number of references you’ll use will vary depending on the topic, however, you should plan on using a minimum of 15-20 original and peer-reviewed references.
· Content, to include:

· Title page
· Introduction
· Review and assessment of the evidence
· Conclusions (i.e., the clinical decision you would make based on the evidence)
· Bibliography
· Use of tables and figures is encouraged!
Source / Reference Material:

· Original source material.  The majority of the reference material used for the research or clinical track projects should come from the original source in peer-reviewed journals.  Textbooks and websites are NOT good examples of source material.

· Website and Non-peer reviewed sources.  You are discouraged from using website and non-peer reviewed sources as citations that provide ‘evidence’ or support for your argument.  On the other hand, these can be good sources to help you develop your question(s) of interest.  

Final Document (either type):  Format and Appearance

I.  Word Processing:

a. Printing guidelines.  Final document must be printed on one side of the page only.
b. Fonts.  Standard 12-point font size must be used.
c. Correcting Errors.  Typographical or other errors must be corrected.  Special effort should be made to ensure that documents are free of error.
II.  Spacing:

a. Double Spacing.  Standard double spacing for the document is required.
b. Use of Single Spacing.  Single spacing must be used for long quotations, long tables, footnotes, multiline captions, and bibliographic entries.  Double spacing should be used between footnotes and bibliographic entries.
III.  Margins:

a. Margin Settings.  All margins must be at least one (1) inch wide.
IV.  Pagination:

a. Page Number Requirements.  Every page of the document must have a page number except the title page.  

b. Roman Numerals for Preliminary Pages.  Small Roman numerals (ii, iii, iv, etc.) are used for the preliminary pages: abstract, 
c. acknowledgements, table of contents, and the lists of illustrations, and symbols, abbreviations, and/or nomenclature.  The title page is assigned the first small Roman numeral (i) but that number does not actually appear on the title page.  The page numbers begin with ii, assigned to the abstract.
d. Arabic Numerals for the Body of Document.  Arabic numerals are used for the remainder of the document, including the text and the reference material.  The pages are numbered consecutively beginning with 1 and continuing through to the end of the document.  No other numbering scheme is acceptable; the standard scheme may not be disrupted with inserted numbers, such as 10a, 10b, 10c, etc.
e. Page number location.  The page number is placed in the center bottom position throughout the entire document.
V.  Bibliography or List of References:

a. Bibliography.  Any document making use of other works either in direct quotation or by reference must contain a bibliography listing these sources.  

b. Bibliography Format.  APA style must be used when formatting the bibliography.
c. Bibliography Spacing.  Double spacing is used between each bibliographic entry, with single spacing within each entry. 
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